[Anti-angiogenic therapy of a renal angiomyolipoma in a seriously disabled patient suffering from multiple sclerosis].
Angiomyolipoma, although rare, belong together with oncocytomas to the most common benign renal neoplasms. Although angiomyolipoma is usually a non-invasive tumor that does not metastasize, chirurgical intervention, especially in case of large or enlarging tumors, is recommended due to their capacity to cause haemorrhage and other significant clinical complications. We report the case of a renal angiomyolipoma in a female patient seriously disabled by multiple sclerosis with reduced physical and nutritional condition. The woman already underwent a nephrectomy 20 years ago due to an angiomyolipoma of the opposite kidney. The patient received oral gefitinib at a dose of 500 mg/day for 28 days. By a four-weekly course of EGFR-inhibitor gefitinib (Iressa), we achieved a control of the angiomyolipoma and were able to prevent nephrectomy. The use of EGFR inhibitors, whose anti-proliferative activity in renal cell tumors derives not only from direct inhibition of cell proliferation, but also from the inhibition of angiogenesis, requires further investigation.